
[bookmark: _GoBack]Directions: Choose two articles from the same set from your Essay 2 Assignment Sheet. Answer the questions below to the best of your analytical ability (there will be multiple, valid answers). Not every question will be answered.  Answer the questions as if you're writing an essay because if you do, you will also be writing content for your rough draft.. An example of what your answers can look like is highlighted below. Use quotes from the speech to help support/show your answers. Do one set of questions for each article. 

Rhetorical Situation Questions
1.  
Who is the writer? Is there anything in the writer’s background that might influence what is/isn’t included in the argument?
 
2.  
What is the writer’s purpose? What does the writer hope to achieve? 
 
3.  
Who is the writer’s intended audience?
 
4.  
Does the writer see the audience as informed or uninformed?
 
5.  
Does the writer see the audience as hostile, friendly, or neutral?
 
6.  
What values does the writer think the audience holds?
 
7.  
What does the writer seem to assume about the audience’s background?
 
8.  
What situation (or situations) set the stage for the argument?
 
9.  
What social, economic, political, and cultural events triggered the argument?
 
10.  
What historical references situate this argument in a particular place or time?
 
11.  
What topic has the writer decided to write about? How broad is the topic?
 
12.  
What situation/event/problem created the need for the argument?
 
13.  
At what points in the argument does the writer appeal to logic, emotion, credibility?
 
m.  
Example:
 
i.  
Logic: From the beginning, she hooks the reader with an actual story that is so moronic and illogical, it evokes the reader’s sense of logic to the forefront. At other various points in the article, Felhaber references well-known psychological concepts like the Dunning-Kruger effect. She also grounds and supports much of her opinions/claims in scientific studies that she also links to. 
 
 
b.  
Emotions?
 
n.  
Credibility?
 
15.  
Argument’s thesis? 
 
16.  
How does the writer organize their argument? Chronologically? Important information first or last?  How effective is this arrangement of ideas?
 
17.  
What evidence does the writer use to support the arguments? Does the writer use enough evidence?
 
18.  
Does the writer use similes, metaphors, allusions, or any other rhetorical techniques from the Rhetorical Term document?
 

